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Sheriff Brian Burnett reports that on Friday (12/16/2016) at 10:14am RIVERCOM dispatch received a call 
reference a vehicle which had just been stolen from a residence in the 3600 block of Ridgeview Blvd in the 
Sunnyslope area of Chelan County.  The victim stated her nephew - who has been visiting from out of state - 
suddenly took her silver Jeep Liberty without permission as she was preparing to leave the residence to run 
errands. The victim’s purse and dog were in the vehicle at the time it was taken. The victim never gave her 
nephew permission to drive the vehicle and did not know where he would be heading. 
 
Local law enforcement agencies began actively searching for the vehicle.  At 10:36am a Department of 
Transportation employee driving on Highway 97-A observed the stolen Jeep Liberty parked on the shoulder 
of the highway facing northbound.  He notified State Patrol dispatch who relayed the information to 
RIVERCOM.  The WDOT employee then observed the vehicle begin traveling northbound behind him on the 
highway toward Chelan.  North county deputies responded and eventually encountered the vehicle near 
milepost 222 about six miles north of Entiat.  As the deputies attempted to stop the vehicle, the driver made 
a u-turn and began traveling back southbound.  The driver failed to yield for several miles after the two 
pursuing deputies had activated lights and sirens.  Eventually, the driver pulled to the right shoulder of the 
highway at the Earthquake Point turnout (milepost 118).  Anthony Guentzel (26yoa) of Hibbing, Minnesota 
then refused to exit the vehicle or cooperate with deputies.  While resisting the efforts of deputies 
attempting to take him into custody, Guentzel was tased.  At that point, he was handcuffed and eventually 
transported to the Chelan County Regional Jail for booking on charges of: Theft of a Motor Vehicle; 
Attempted Eluding of a Pursuing Police Vehicle; Resisting Arrest; and No Valid Operator’s License. 
 
The victim’s dog and purse were located in the Jeep Liberty.  The dog is fine and was released the owner.  
 
Inquiries reference this media release can be made to Sergeant Kent Sisson at the Chelan County Sheriff’s 
Office – (509)630-7506. 
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